283 William St. Victoria Harbour
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283 Wilkam 51, LN,

Built; 1910 Current Owner: Township of Tay
Built By: Federal Government Present Use: Historic Building
Structure: Lighthouse Original Use: Lighthouse
Exterior Wall: ~ Aluminum Siding Address: 283 William Street

Style: Local indigenous lighthouse
Architectural:

This range light, part of a pair constructed by the Federal Government in 1910 to guide ships safely to
and from the Port McNicoll grain elevator and the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company mills, was built in
1910. The two storey building was constructed entirely from wood (Fig. 2), with the exception of the railing
and floor of the upper deck (Fig. 1) and the roof, which were crafted from mental. The lighthouse originally
housed a kerosene lamp, however an electric lamp was installed in 1951, which has since been removed.
The wooden steps and trim of the front entrance of the light house are original, though the gable the steps
and trim are set in has been recovered in aluminum. The most significant changes to the lighthouse have
been to its exterior, which has been covered in aluminum siding. The original wooden trim of the roof has
been covered with aluminum, with the exception of the molded fascia. Finally, the first storey window has
been entirely covered in aluminum sheeting, including the roof of the gable it is set into.

Figure 3: Window from the

Figure 1: View of the upper deck floor and railing.
. 5 3 : : £ interior of the lighthouse.
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Figure 2: Interior stairs.
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Historical:

The two lighthouses built by the Federal Government in 1910 where to be used as navigational beacons
for the Canadian Pacific Railway’s passenger and freight ships. The two lighthouses were used to safely
guide ships though the bay until 1968, when ownership of the lighthouses passed to the Canadian Coast
Guard. Choosing the replace the second lighthouse, located at Bergie's Point (Fig. 4), with a modern
steel skeleton tower, the upper light house was no longer needed.

In its fifty-eight years of service, the lighthouse saw only four different light keepers. It was the job of the
light keeper to make sure the wicks were lit, especially when the kerosene lamps were still in use. The
first light keeper was Mr. Charles Burgie, who was succeeded by Mr. Robert Belcher. Upon Mr. Belcher’s
death, his brother Ray (Fig. 4) took over the responsibility for the lighthouse until his death in 1960.
Serving as the fourth and final light keeper was Mr. W.B. Crooke, who insured the safety of ships
traveling through the area until 1968.

Figure 4: Ray Belcher in front of the
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